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Re-infection of leaves 
by airborne conidia

Cleistothecia develop on 
lower leaves

Fresh spores can be produced 
about a week after infection

Fungus carries over on infected 
crop debris as mycelial mats 
and in cleistothecia

Mildew can also survive on 
volunteer plants
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Mycelium develops on young plants, 
conidiospores release conidia
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Windblown conidia spread disease 
within and between crops
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Powdery Mildew 
(Erysiphe graminis) 

Powdery mildew is characterised
by a white, powdery fungus on the 

leaves and or stem and ear. The fungus 
appears on the bottom leaves first. 

Plants are more susceptible during 
periods of growth, for example during 

stem elongation. It develops fast under 
warm, moist conditions which alternate 

with dry and wet cloudy periods.


